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Ahoy Fellow Boaters,
Spring is here, the snow is starting to
melt, many of you are planning a trip to
your boats to see how they faired during
the winter months and soon we will be
on the water basking in the glorious sun.
As many of you know my husband and I
made the big move to Penetanguishene
November of 2009, we just had to be
closer to the water.
There are only two more BoatPro
classes coming up at Cedarvale this
spring one starts April 5th and the other
May 3rd. This is the last chance for your
family and friends to take a certified
boating course with us. Everyone needs
the PCOC card before they get on the
water this year. Encourage them to take
the course with us instead of on the
internet or in front of a store. We will
actually teach them! The cost is
reasonable and the course is Canadian
and US Coast Guard approved.
Contact our Training Officer - Dave
Aitken at 905-878-2035.
As Commander this year I have the
honor of welcoming the Brampton
Squadron members, as they become
part of the North Halton Squadron,
please join me in doing the same. We
look forward to seeing them at our busy
Social Events and hopefully one or two
in some in our volunteer positions.
Unfortunately, Brampton has not had
enough member interest to form a
Bridge the last few years and have
decided to surrender their warrant and
retire their Pennant. This means North
Halton Power and Sail Squadron
membership now stands close to 500.
With so many other squadrons barely
getting by and/or surrendering their
warrants we are fortunate to have so
many committed volunteers supporting

our Squadron but we can always use
more as people step down. I cannot
stress enough the importance of
becoming involved and keeping our
squadron one of the best in the country.
I want to take this opportunity to thank
all the Bridge members Instructors and
Volunteers you make things happen!
Please, if you are interested in
volunteering contact Fraser Lockhurst
at flockurst@cogeco.ca or myself at
marthaspace@rogers.com as I have
said before no experience is necessary
just your enthusiasm is all that is
required. We are still in need of a Social
Event Coordinator and volunteers for
our Social Events as well as an
Environment
Officer
and
Calling
Committee team.
Hard to believe this is my last
communication to you as Commander
via the REEF, my watch ends with the
AGM/Graduation
Ceremony
on
Thursday, May 13th. There will be a pre
AGM Dinner that I hope you are able to
attend as I say my farewells and
welcome your new Commander and
Bridge. It has been a privilege to serve
you.
Your incoming Commander Fraser
Lockhurst is ready to lead. Fraser is an
exceptional individual filled with passion
and commitment to this organization.
We want to keep you informed…we
receive various communications from
District and National. If you have an
email address and would like to receive
communications that we send out via
email please send it along to Lynne
Lockhurst at flockurst@cogeco.ca

Former Brampton Members
…Welcome To North Halton
Although for many of you it is an
emotional time I wanted to take this time
to let you know we are very excited to
have you join us, this is a historical
event; we are now almost 500 strong.
With these ever changing economic
times we need an outlet, we should use
this time to our advantage, there is no
sense sitting at home worrying, we
encourage you to become involved with
us. Be apart of our Social Events and
enjoy our camaraderie. You don’t need
to own a boat to talk about boating.
North Halton keeps in close contact with
their members. Please keep us up to
date, if you have an email address and
would
like
to
receive
our
communications, please forward your
email
to
Lynne
Lockhurst
at
lynnelockhurst@hotmail.com
Come out and be apart of our AGM on
Thursday, May 13th, we always have a
good time.
As I have said above, please think about
volunteering and participating in your
squadron, the rewards for getting
involved are well worth it.
Think about serving on the Planning
Committee we are forming to ensure a
smooth transition for you. Your input
would be appreciated. We want to hear
from you.
Again welcome to our squadron, we
look forward to spending time with you.

Martha FitzPatrick,
Commander
North Halton Power & Sail Squadron

Your NHPSS 2009-2010 Bridge

it. No in-class training or reference
material is provided.

49-year-old age group, nine out of ten
drowning victims are male.
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You could take the above exam, pass
and receive your card but let’s think
about this, no training necessary????
Why wouldn’t you ensure that your
family and friends are trained to not only
enjoy the ride but to survive?
Every year brings more untrained
boaters to the boating areas we assume
are safe. I found going out on the water
this past Labor Day weekend a
challenge with many boaters not
following the rules of the water.
Boaters were passing on the wrong
side, not slowing down, sitting in the
middle of channels, creating too much
wake, using their Marine Radios
incorrectly, etc.
The North Halton Power and Sail
Squadron just celebrated 25 years of
teaching safe boating in your area. We
do not offer on line exams, however, we
do offer competitively priced evening
courses in Georgetown beginning
September 2009 and again in January
2010. Courses range from 1 day to 13
weeks depending on your interest. Our
BoatPro course is offered in two 3-hour
sessions or a one-day session
depending on instructor. Your PCOC
card is issued after the in class written
test is completed and marked. In
addition to the receipt of the PCOC you
will receive a complimentary one-year
membership with the Canadian Power
and Sail Squadrons (CPS).

CPS is dedicated to providing training in
all aspects of recreational boating, both
power and sail, through more than 3,000
experienced,
volunteer,
training
personnel in over 170 Squadrons across
Canada.
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Should you have any questions just
call any one of us, we will be happy to
assist you.

Bob Hepburn posted the following article
in the Toronto Star August 13, 2009.
The article dealt with the Boating
License exam and I must say I was
terribly disappointed with the article, not
because of what had been written, but
because it is true. Martha
“Canada’s New Boating Licence a
National Joke”.
If you are a boater you know by now
that the Ministry of Transportation
deadline to obtain your Pleasure Craft
Operators Card (PCOC) is September
15th 2009. After that time you cannot
legally operate a motorized boat of any
type including Personal Water Craft
(PWC) without it. If you do this without
the PCOC, it may cost you a $250.00
fine.
It is ridiculously easy to obtain your
PCOC. The exams are made available
through private companies, I’m sure you
have seen booths set up at your local
supply store, mall or local Boat Shows.
You can also take the exam online. The
cost of the exam is $45.00 to $60.00
depending on which company is running

Additionally, the “Boating Course” is a
full-scale night-school course. Passing
the required examination is a
prerequisite to membership in the CPS.
It is usually taught in 13 weeks, one
three-hour night per week, and covers
boat handling; lines and anchoring;
general seamanship; charts and piloting;
the mariner’s compass; aids to
navigation; equipment and boating laws;
rules of the road, and safety afloat. Our
courses including Seamanship,
Weather, Marine Radio and Celestial
Navigation to name a few are offered to
both adults and teens.
Here are some quick statistics from
CPS…
Recreation aquatic accidents, account
for over 1,200 fatalities annually in
Canada. This is more than the number
of fatalities associated with air disasters,
commercial shipping tragedies and rail
disasters combined.
Highest at risk are males—accounting
for 85% of the total. In fact, in the l5 to

What is CPS?
Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons
(CPS) is Canada’s largest national
association of boating enthusiasts, who
provide training in recreational boating.
CPS,
a
charitable
organization
incorporated in Canada, has a
membership of over 38,000. CPS is not
a government or inspection agency, nor
is it restricted to boat owners, but
embraces all boating enthusiasts.

CPS is recognized, and often consulted,
by our various government and lawenforcement agencies. We work very
closely with the Canadian Coast Guard,
the Canadian Hydrographic Service,
and other boating associations.
With close to 500 members of the North
Halton Power & Sail Squadron, there
is also our social side. This is a chance
to network with others of similar
interests power or sail. Our events are
offered throughout the year and include
dinners, speakers, parties and our
famous
Rendezvous
in
beautiful
Georgian Bay. For more information
regarding our courses and social
events,
visit
our
website
at
www.nhpss.ca or call 905-877-8815.
The knowledge and pleasure of safe
boating is our business. We’d like to
make it yours.

Martha FitzPatrick,
Commander NHPSS

Executive Officer’s Message
Good Day fellow boaters.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all our wonder volunteers who
have supported the squad and its bridge
during the last year!
I foresee a great year ahead and I am
looking forward to my tenure as
Commander for 2010/2011.

The CPS 2010 conference will
be held in Nanaimo BC this
October. If anyone is interest
in obtaining more information,
please visit the conference
website at:
http://www.nanaimo2010.ca/

A special welcome to all our new
members, I strongly urge you to get
involved with our great squadron,
whether it is helping with the events,
aiding in training, or anything else that
may interest you. The rewards and
satisfaction are worth the effort.
There are lots of things happening with
our growing squadron and we will strive
to keep you posted as things progress.

Join us
May 13th at
the AGM

Keep safe and have fun on the water
this summer. Hope to see you all soon!
Fraser Lockhurst

(That’s Annual General Meeting for

Executive Officer
North Halton Power & Sail Squadron

Canadian Safe Boating
Awareness Week
May 28-June 4, 2010

How to tell a Canadian Boater!
They know how fast a 10km speed
limit is
They take a “two-four” to a party
They wear “thongs” on their feet
They leave a “loonie” for a tip
They dream of cruising somewhere
where the water doesn’t get hard in
the winter
They think everyone has a holding
tank, … don’t they?
The may say, “boot” instead of “boat”
They don’t shoot tourists (it’s a joke
..EH!)
They know that a Roberston Screw is
not an interesting new Kama Sutra
move

you newcomers) show your support
as all our class graduates get the well
deserved recognition for their
achievements in their studies.
Everyone is
invited. There is
no cost to
participate in the
AGM/Graduation
Ceremony, but
you are also invited to join us for an all
you care to eat dinner buffet before
the ceremonies start. Please RSVP by
April 30th to Lynne at 289-878-8051.

Dinner $20.00 person
After the Graduation ceremony,
your North Halton Power and Sail
Squadron’s new 2010/2011 bridge will
be sworn in.

You won’t want to miss April 10th for our unforgettable Beef Boast, (NOT a typo)
we openly boast about our Succulent Roast Beef dinner and all the trimmings!

Dinner $20.00/person
Dinner Package $25.00/person
(includes dinner and two drinks)
Drinks $3.00 each

After dinner relax with our special
guest speaker Ted Rankine,
formerly of Powerboat TV, always
a pleasure to welcome Ted and his
highly entertaining stories!
On a special note, the wonderful
people at TBI have gracious
donated a ThunderBolt (shown
left).
This nifty little gadget, valued over
$340.00 US is exactly the same
one that Ron Bianchi was talking
about at our January Social.
It will tell you the weather all
around you, warn you of upcoming
storms and lightning strikes, and
help keep you safe on the water.
TBI has offered North Halton
Squad members a great discount.
To find out more, including where
you can purchase one, visit our
website at www.nhpps.ca
Don’t miss the chance to win a
ThunderBolt of your own, we are
offering it as our raffles first prize at
the April Beef Boast!
See you there!

For the 2010 boating season ALL boaters will be required to have a Pleasure Craft Operator Card (PCOC)
in order to operate any motorized watercraft. There is NO grandfather clause or age exemption
this law applies to ALL boaters. A powered watercraft is any watercraft fitted with ANY size motor
even a trolling motor. This includes all sailboats that have motors whether they are using them or not.

Come take a course with us! - GET YOUR CARD TODAY!
We will be holding two final Boat Pro two-day classes this spring
April 5th and 12th
May 3rd and 10th
VHF Course May 3rd and 10th
For more information call Dave Aitken at 905-878-2035
Or check out our website at www.nhpss.ca

Yummy and delicious recipes that can be made
ahead of time don’t take much time and will survive
those hot and hazy summer days.
Great Canadian Potato Salad
Make this up the day before you head
up to the boat; put it in a tightly sealed
container and keep it chilled in the
cooler until ready to serve.
In large bow mix the following
3/4-cup Miracle Whip Dressing
1 tsp. Yellow mustard
1/2 tsp. celery seed
1/2 tsp. Salt
1/8 tsp. pepper
Add remaining ingredients and mix.
4 cups chopped cooked potatoes
2 hard-cooked eggs, chopped
1 onion, finely chopped
2 stalks celery, sliced
1/2 cup chopped sweet pickles
Butter Bean Salad
3 tbsp apple cider vinegar
5 tbsp olive oil - ¼ teas pepper
3 tbsp chopped fresh parsley
2 (15 oz) cans butter beans, rinsed
11 oz can corn, drained
14 oz can zesty chili diced tomatoes
1 small chopped red onion
In bowl, combine 1st 3 ingredients, mix
well Add the rest and toss to coat.

Kraft Red and Green Slaw
4 cups shredded red cabbage
4 cups shredded green cabbage
2 carrots, shredded
1/2-cup raisins
1 green onion, sliced
2 Tbsp chopped fresh parsley
1 cup Kraft Coleslaw Dressing
3 Tbsp Apple jelly (or applesauce)
COMBINE cabbages, carrots, raisins,
onions and parsley.
MIX dressing and jelly. Add to cabbage
mixture; toss to coat. Cover and
refrigerate at least 1 hour. Stir before
serving.
Easy Pasta Salad
2 cups rotini pasta, uncooked
2 cups small fresh broccoli florets
1 cup halved cherry tomatoes
1/4 cup sliced black olives
1/4 cup Kraft Italian Dressing
1/4 cup Kraft 100% Parmesan Light
Grated Cheese
Cook pasta adding broccoli to the boiling
water for the last 2 min; drain. Place in
bowl, add all else and toss.

The following information was shown
in our last newsletter, it is important so
we felt it should be viewed again!

New law sets tough penalties for
those who drink and boat:
Ontario power boaters convicted of
operating a vessel while impaired
will lose their motor vehicle driver's
license for at least a year.
As with driving a car, a second
offence will bring a three-year
suspension.
(Canoes
and
sailboats are exempt from the
regulations.) On the spot license
suspensions will be issued to
anyone whose breath reading is at
least .05.
But on top off that, all the penalties
accruing to drunken driving on the
roads will kick in. That means a
criminal record that - barring a
pardon - lasts a lifetime and
among other things makes entry to
the
United
States
very
problematic. As well, the costs of
insurance - if you can get it -will
rise at least fivefold.
So think before you drink!

Our Margaritaville and Chili cookoff was a BLAST!
If you missed it you missed some of the
best darn chili in existance (see pictures
right) Special thanks to all our wonderful
contestants, each and every chili was
unique and flavourful, but the votes were
counted and here are the winners:
Cindy Masson
Peter Salvador
Claus Christensen

Congratulations Winners!

And finally for your reading pleasure,
one of my all time favorites:

The following is supposedly a
documented conversation between
the USS Lincoln and a Canadian
"vessel"....
Canadian: Please divert your course
15 degrees to the south to avoid a
collision.
USS Lincoln: Recommend you divert
your course 15 degrees to the north
to avoid a collision.
Canadians: Negative. You will have
to divert your course 15 degrees to
the south to avoid a collision.
USS Lincoln: This is the captain of a
US navy ship. I say again, divert
your course.
Canadians: No, I say again, you
divert your course.
USS Lincoln: This is the aircraft
carrier USS Lincoln, the second
largest ship in the United States
fleet, we are accompanied by three
destroyers, three cruisers and
numerous support vessels. I
demand that you change your
course 15 degrees north, I say
again, that's one five degrees north,
or counter-measures will be
undertaken to ensure the safety of
this ship.
Canadians: This is a lighthouse.
Your call!

And on that note, we sign off with our final Reef of the season, remember, there is nothing,
absolutely nothing, half so much worth doing, as simply messing about in boats!

